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BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


REPORT 
of  the 

HEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH 
For  the  year 
1 9 3 9. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUTJTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 


AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


The  area  of  the  administrative  county  of 
Berkshire  is  454725  acres.  In  1939  the  estimated  civilian 
population  of  this  area  v/as  230200  for  Birth  Rato  and  240210 
for  Death  rate. 


BIRTHS  AW)  BIRTH  RATES, 

During  the  year,  3364  live  births  were  registered 
for  the  area  of  the  administrative  county.  Compared  v/ith  the 
figures  for  1938  an  Increase  of* 125  births  Is  shown.  The  live 
birth  rate  for  the  county  is  14,61  per  lOOO  population.  The  rates 
for -the  urban  and  rural  districts  were  13,76  and  15,06  respectively. 
For  the  sane  period  the  live  birth  rate  for  England  and  V/ales  is 
15,0  per  1000  population. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  three  still  births, 41 
of  which  occurred  in  urban  and  82  in  rural  districts,  were  recorded. 
The  still  birth  rate  is  0,53  per  1000  population.  During  the  same 
period  the 'still  birth  rate  for  England  and  V/ales  is  0,59  per  1000 
population. 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATE. 

During  the  year  2762  deaths  umre  registered,  an 
increase  of  111  as  compared  with  the  number  recorded  in  the  previous 
year;  998  of  the  recorded  deaths  were  in  respect  of  persons  over  75 
years  of  age  and  676  of  persons  bet^reen  the  ages  of  65  and  75  years. 

The  principal  registered  causes  of  death  are 

shovni  in  the  follovring  tables- 


Heart  Disease  702 
Cancer  421 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  163 
Pneumonia  & Bronchitis  208 
Phthisis  81 
Congenital  Debility  84 
Influenza  56 


The  death  rate  for  the  administrative  county  of 
11,49  per  1000  population  is  loss  than  that  of  the ' p:' evious  year; 
the  rates  for  the  urban  and  rural  districts  are  12,23  and  11,10 
respectively. 


CANCER 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  registered  in 
1939  was  slightly .higher  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
age  distribution  of  the  cases  apart  from  a diminution  in  the  45 
to  55  group  shows  an  increase. 

The  death  rate  from  cancer  1,75  per  lOOO 
population  is  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year.  During 
1939,  421  deaths  from  this  disease  were  registered,- 

Classification  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  into  various  Age  Groups, 

Age  Groups,  1-15  15-45  45-55  55-65  65-75  Over  75 

' yrs,  yrs,  yrs.  yrs,  yrs.  yrs, 

No.of  ■ 

deaths.  2 29  41  101  131  117 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


121  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year 
vie  re  registered  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  83  were 
certified  as  being  due  to  congenital  debility  and  premature 
birth.  As  compared  v\rlth  the  corresponding  rates  for  the 
period  1929-1938  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  35,22  for 
1939  shows  a decrease. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY, 


During  1939,  12  maternal  deaths,  4 of  which  were 
attrihuted  to  puerperal  sepsis,  vfere  registered.  The  maternal 
mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  3,4  per  1,000  births  as  compared 
with  2.4  per  1,000  births  in  1938. 


MIDV^IVES  ACT,  1936. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  to 
fulfil  their  statutory  obligations  under  the  Hidvifives  A.ct,1936, 
have  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  or"  the  year  149  midwives  v/ere 
practising  in  the  county  area.  Of  these,  112  were  engaged  in 
domiciliary  midwifery  practice  and  37  were  employed  in  either 
general  hospitals,  public  assistance  institutions  or  nursing  homes. 
The  County  Council  employ  5 whole  time  midv/ives,  3 of  v/hom  have 
been  allocated'to  special  district s , and  2 undertake  duties  in  any 
area  in  which  a midv/ife  is  required  for  holiday  duty,  illness  etc. 

Of  the  total  number  of  midwives  practising  in 
the  county  area,  93  are  employed  by  district  nursing  associations. 
There  are  70  such  associations  undertaking  midwifery  in  the  area 
of  the  administrative  county.  Of  this  number,  60  are  affiliated 
to  the  Berkshire  County?-  Nursing  Association,  5 are  independent  of 
that  body  arh.  5, although  undertaking  midwifery  in  Berkshire,  are 
located  in  adjoining  area.s. 


Tabic  shov/ing  the  number  of  cases  attended  by 
midvrives  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  during  the 


Domiciliary 

Cases  at 

Totals 

cases , 

Institutions 

, 

1.  employed  by  the  Council  - as  midvjives 

206 

119 

325 

as  maternity  nurses 

32 

8 

•'40 

2.  Employed  by  Voluntary,  Associations 
(a)  under  arrangement  with 

Local  Supervising  A.uthority 
in  pursuance  of  Section  1 of 

the  i:idv;ives  A.ct  - as  midvifives 

1488 

- 

1488 

a s maternity  nurses 

458, 

- 

458 

(b)  Others  as  ,midv;ives 

■ go 

92 

131 

as  m.aternity  nurses 

15 

135 

150 

3,  in  ■orivste  nractice  - 

• as  rildwives 

63 

85 

137 

- , as  maternity  nurses. 

47. 

118 

165 

Totals  - as  midwives 

1796 

296 

2081 

as  maternity  nurses 

552 

261 

813 

Compared  with  the  figure  for  1938, there  is  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  attended  by  midv/ive-s  during 
the  year. 

Table  classifying  notifications  received, under 
the  Rules  of  the  Central  IJidv/ives  Board,  by  tiie  Local  Supervising 
Authority. 


Sending  for  medical  aid  1062 
Stillbirth  23 
Laying  out  a dead  body  29 
Artificial  feeding  35 
Contact  with  infection  37 
Death  of  infant  13 
Death  of  mother  2 


The.  number  of  cases  in  v/hich  medical  aid  v;as 
sought  by  midv/ivGs  again  shows  the  progressive  increase  noted 
in  previous  years. 

The  Local  Supervising  Authority  is  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  a medical  practitioner’s  fee  in  cases  v;here 
a midv/ife  has  sent  for  medical  assistance.  'During  1939  these 
fees  amounted  to  £1115.  1.0  of  which  £260.6,6  was  subsequently 
recovered  from  either  the  patients  or  their  representatives, 

INSPECTION  OF  LTIDTIVES. 

The  non-medical  supervisors  of  midwives  visited 
all  midv/ives  periodically  and  submitted  reports  on  the  results 
of  their  investigations  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  They 
also  visited  and  .subinitted  reports  on  all  cases  of  either  puerperal 
fever  or  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 


MATERNITY  & CHILD  V/ELFARE. 


ANTE  NATAL  SERVICE. 

The  importance  of  efficient  ante  natal  supervision 
for  patients  is  repeatedly  brought  to  the  notiae  of  midwives.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  note  that  increased  use  has  been  made  during' 
the  past  year  of  the  County  Council’s  scheme.  During  the  year,' 
1393  patients  were  examined  under  the  provisions  of  this  scheme  - 
an  increase  of  237  as  compared  wuth  the  number  recorded  for  the 
preceding  year.  The  number  of  patients  accepting  ante  natal 
examinations  is  increasing  every  year.  During  1939,  12,300 
visits  were  made  to  expectant  mothers  and  records  compiled  in 
respect  of  each  case. 


Ante  natal  clinics  were  held  at  Ascot , Chlldrey, 
Cookham, Dldcot ,Finchompstead, Longworth, Sunnlnghlll, Wallingford, 


Wantage  and  ^:/okingha]:n.  In  view  of  the  arrangements  previous  1^^ 
described  the  attendances  at  these  clinics  v/ere  small, only  55 
patients  attended  during  the  jear. 

Ante  natal  clinics  were  held  at  the  ±ollov;ing  hespltalsi- 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford, 

The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading, 

• - King  Edward  VII  Hospital, ^/'"indsor. 


POST  HATAL  EXAMIHATIOH, 

; All  midwives  are  urged  to  instruct  their  patients 

in  regar^  to  the  importance  and  advantages  of  a medical 
examination  tovrards  the  end  of  the  lying-in  period.  Although 
734  patients  were  examined  during  the  past  year,  it  is  hoped 
that  in  future  even  greater  use  will  be  made  of  the  facilities 
provided, 

PROVISION  FOR  THE- SERVICES  OP  A CONSULTANT, 

The  services  of  a consultant , free  of  cost  to  the 
patient,  ore  available  to  any  medical  practitioner  who  may 
desire  assistance  in  respect  of  a domiciliary  maternity,  case 
either  during  pregnancy,  at  the  time  of  confinement  or  during 
the  puerperium. 

During  the  year,  8 such  consultations  v/ere  held,  A 
circular  containing  the  names  of  the  consultants  who  had  ■ 
consented  to  act  under  the  provisions  of  this  scheme  has  been 
sent  to  all  doctors  practising  in  the  area  of  the  administrative 
c ounty . 

I.LiTERNITY  HOSPITALS, 

Arrangemnts  have  been  made  whereby  all  patients 
suffering  from  those  complications  of  pregnancy  v^hich  require 
treatm.ent  in  a matfjrnity  department  of  a general  hospital, can 
be  admitted  to  one  or  other  of  the  following  institutions ; - 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford, 

The*  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital, Reading, 

Sv/indbn  Borough  Maternity  Home , Swindon. 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital, v-.^indsor , 


Table  showing  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to 
these  hospitals  during  the  past  fivo  years 


Hospital. 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Radcliffc  Infirmary 

53 

18 

29 

33 

57 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital 

50 

56 

45 

59 

72 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital 

5 

14 

5 

2 

17 

Swindon  Borough  Maternity 
Home 

1 

108 

88 

79 

95 

146 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  cases  of  uncomplicated 
pregnancy  in  which  it  ?jas  considered  that  either  the  home 
or  financial  circumstances  were  such  that  adequate  care  and 
attention  was  unlikely  to  be  otherwise  secured,  vj-ere  admitted 
to  the  maternity  v^ards  of  the  public  assistance  institutions  at 
Maidenhead, Newbur37',Vtl'allingford  or  Old  Windsor, 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

During  the  jesv  18  patients  suffering  from 
puerperal  pyrexia  9 of  whom  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  were 
notified.  Pour  deaths  occurred.  Special  investigations  were 
made  in  all  cases  and  instructions  regarding  adequate  preventive 
measures  given. 

OPHTHALMIA  l^ONATOR®/!. 

Two  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified, both 
of  which  were  mild  in  character,  and  received  domiciliary 
treatment  from  private  medical  practitioners i No  impairment  of 
vision  as  the  result  of  the  disease  occurred.  Each  case  was  visited 
and  reports  wore  submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  ' 

SUPPLY  OF  EXTRA  NOURISHMENT. 

During  the  year, milk  or  other  extra  nourishment  was 
supplied,  in  necessitous  cases, to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  to  children  under  5 years  of  ago,  5787  gallons  of  milk  were 
supplied.  Reports  on  the  progress  ©f  all  patients  receiving  a 
supply  of  extra  nourishment  are  made  at  regular  intervals  thereby 
enabling  each  case  to  bo  periodically  reviewed  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer, 


I;Iilk,both  liquid  ond  dried,  cod  liver  oil  etc. 
is  supplied  either  free  of  charge  or  at  cost  price  to  mothers 
and  children  at  many  of  the.  welfare  centres  in  the  county  area, 
219  gallons  of  liquid  and  6687  lbs  of  dried  milk  v/ere  supplied 
during  1939,  from  these  centres, 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Thirty-eight  applications  for  dental  treatment 
received  approval  during  the  year  and  all  necessary  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  work  to  bo  undertaken  by  private  dental 
practitioners. 

STERILISED  MATERNITY  OUTFITS. 

During  the  year  39  sterilised  maternity  outfits 
were  supplied,  free  of  cost,  to  patients  whose  home  circumstances 
wore  such  that  the  provision  of  an  outfit  was  desirable. 


II^FAIM?  RfELPARE  CENTRES  . 


All  Infant  Me If are  Centres  situated  in  the  county 
area  are  managed  by  local  voluntary  committees  v^ho  arrange  for 
the  periodical  attendance  of  a medical  practitioner  at  the 
centres.  Either  a county  health  visitor 'or  a district  nurse  is 
in  attendance  each  time  a centre  is  open.  At  certain  clinics^ 
special  sessions  are  held  for  toddlers. 

During  the  37-Gar,1316  children  attended  for  the  first 
time  at  the  26  v/elfaro  centres  situated  ih  the  county  area.  This 
is  an  increase  as  c®m.parod  v/ith  the  previous  year. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 


Domiciliary  visits,  to  children  under  5 years  of 
age,  ere  made  at  frequent  intervals  and  health  records  compiled 
in  respect  of  each  child.  During  the  year^  16,973  visits  were 
made  to  children  under  the  age  of  1 year  and  27,280  to  children 
between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years.  Compared  with  the  previous 
year’s  return,  these  figures  show  an  Increase, 

TREATi!ENT  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  THE  AGE  OP  5 YEARS. 

Children  under  the^age  of  5 years  suffering  from 
either  dental  or  visual  defects  are  referred  for  treatment  to 
one  or  other  of  the  clinics  of  the  Berkshire  Education  Authority. 
During  the  year  18  children  with  visual  defects  and  145  with 
dental  disease  v/ere  treated.  Eight  children  suffering  from 
crippling  diseases  received  treatment  at  the  vingf ield-Morr is 
Orthopaedic  Hospital ,Headington, 


CHILD  LIFE  PROTECT  1011, 


At  DGCGniToGr  31st,  1939,  thoro  wore  65  persons 
undertaking  for  rovirard  the  maintononce  and  caro  of  94  children 
under  the  age  of  nine  years  apesrt  from  their  parents  or  having 
no  parents.  All  such  boarded-out  children  are  visited  at  regular 
intervals  by  the  Child  Life  Protection  Visitors  who  are  members 
of  either  the  whole-time  county  health  visiting  or  school  nursing 
staff.  The  standard  of  care  and  attention ' given  to  boarded-out 
children  by  foster  parents  is  satisfactory* 


NURSING  & liCTERNITY  IIOIES. 

At  December  31s t , 1939,  there  i/erc  38  registered 
nursing  homes  in  the  area  of  the  administrative  county.  Of 
this  nuraber  13  undertook  general  medical  and  surgical  v/ork,9 
admitted  maternity  cases  only,  and  the  remainder  provided  for 
the  nursing  of  either  convalescent  or  senile  patients* 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  2484  notifications  of  births 
occurring  in  the  area  of  the  administrative  count^T-  - 1849 
notified  by  midwives  and  635  by  either  medical  practitioners 
or  parents  - were  received.  Records  of  all  notifications  of 
birth  arc  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  health  visitor  in  order 
that  home  visitation  may  bo  arranged, 

VACCINATION. 

The  vaccination  officer  reports  that  1200 
certificates  of  successful  primary  vaccination  and  1655 
declarations  of  conscientious  objection  to  vaccination  v/ere 
received  during  the  year, 

GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEl^^* 

During  September  1939,  a number  of  expectant 
mothers  and  children  were  evacuated  to  various'  parts  of  the 
county  and  all  the  services  of  the  Maternity  & Child  Welfare 
Scheme  v/ere  made  available  to  them.  Twenty-eight  evacuated 
expectant  mothers  -.were  confined  in  billets  and  62  in  institutions, 
hospitals  and  private  maternity  homes.  A large  amount  of  extra 
work  v/as  undertaken  by  the  district  nurses  in  attending  to  the 
women  and  children. 


Tv/o  oncrgcncy  maternity  homos  v/orc  opened  under 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  - one  at  Frilford,18 
beds  and  one  at  Ma idenhead, 20  beds.  The  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  these  homes  was  very  small. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


During  1939,  prlmarj?-  notifications  under  the 
Puhlic  Health(Tuberculosis ) Regulations  1912,  were  received 
for  176  pulnonarjT-  and  67  non-pulmonary  cases,  making  a total 
of  243  for  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  This  is  an  increase 
compared  with  the  previous  years  - part  of  the  increase  is 
due  to  evacuees. 

MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  certified  deaths  was  98  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  and  the  death  rate-  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  ,33  and  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  ,07, 
This  is  a decrease  as  compared  v/ith  the  previous  year, 

INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT. 

Treatment  was  provided  by  the  County  Council  in 
the  following  institutions;- 

Berks.c:  Bucks. Joint  Sanatorium, Peppard  Common  - 


Number  of  adult  cases  admitted  100 

'*  . '*  '*  " discharged  100 

” " children  admitted  28 

” " " discharged  29 

A.bingdon  Sanatorium 

Number  admitted  46 

**  discharged  47 


SURGICAL  CASES. 

Uingf ield-Morrls  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  Cold  Ash, 
Seventeen  cases  of  tuberculous  disease  of  bones  and  Joints  were 
admitted  and  13  were  discharged. 

Seventeen  pulmonary  cases  vjeve  admitted  to  special 
institutions  for  surgical  treatment  during  the  year  and  15  v\rere 
discharged.  Thirteen  non-pulmonary  cases  were  admitted  to 
voluntary  hospitals  and  14  were  discharged. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARIES . 

Iniring  the  year, 485  new  cases  and  160  contacts 


were  examined.  Of  this  number,  216  wore  considered  to  be 
tuberculous,  378  not  tuberculous  and  57'v/ore  retained  as 
suspected  cases  for  further  observation.  The  total  attendances 
at  tho  dispensaries  was  1473. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  had  121  personal  and 
1008  other  consultations  with  medical  practitioners.  1862 
home  visits  were  made  by  tho  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  3748 
visits  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses,  The  number 
of  radiological  examinations  was  309. 

COLLAPSE  THERAPY. 

The  number  of  patients  receiving  artificial 
pneumo-thorax  refills,  which  was  given  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  at  their  homes,  has  greatly  increased.  The  number 
of  rofllls  done  numbered  550, 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

509  specimens  of  sputum  v/ere  examined  and 
tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  60^  of  those  specimens, 

PREVALENCE  A^ID  CONTRDL  OF  I INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  incidence  of  non-not if iable  diseases 
viras  very  slight.  Chicken  Pox  and  German  Measles  being  the 
:fiost  prevalent.  No  schools  were  closed  on  account  of 
infectious  disease  and  the  number  of  certificates  given 
on  account  of  attendances  ' falling  below  60^  v/as  48  as 
compared  with  141  in  1938, 

DIPHTHERIA, 

The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified 
during  the  year  was  216  as  compared  with  215  in  the  previous 
year.  The  districts  in  v/hich  the  disease  vras  most  prevalent 
were  Maidenhead  Borough  51  cases ,Vlokingham  Borough  27  cases, 
Nev/  Windsor  Borough  26  cases  and  Wallingford  Rural  District 
26  cases.  The  number  of  cases  removed  to  isolation  hospitals 
v/as  193,  56  deaths  were  reported  as  being  due  to  the  disease, 

SCARLET  FEVER, 


299  cases  of  scarlet  fever  virere  notified 
during  the  year,  a decrease  of  101  compared  with  the  previous 
year’s  figure.  The  districts  in  which  the  disease  was  most 
prove  lent  v;crc  ^'/oklngham  Rural  District  52  cases, Abingdon 
Rural  District  33, Nev/bura''  Borough  32  and  Wantage  Rural  24, 

195  cases  wore  removed  to 'isolation  hospitals.  No  deaths 
occurred  from  the  disease. 


ENTERIC  FEVER 


Three  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notfied, 
all  of  \7hich  occurred  In  the  Urban  Districts (2  in  Maidenhead 
Borough  and  1 in  Abingdon  Borough)  All  the  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital.  One  death  v/as  reported, 

CEREBRO- SPINAL  FEVER. 

Four  cases  were  notified  and  2 deaths  from  this 
disease  were  reported, 

POLIOI-ffELITIS. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  6,  Of  these, 

2 v^ere  notified  in  Eas thampstead  Rural  District  and  4 in 
Wokingham  Rural  District.  One  case  was  removed  to  hospital. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES , 


Hospital 


No, of  beds. 


Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital 
Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital 
Newbury  Isolation  Hospital 

Wallingford  Isolation  Hospital 


50 

54 

22 

34 


( including 
6 cots) 


SMALLPOX, 

The  County  Council  have  made  arrangements  enabling 
any  case  of  smallpox  occurring  in  the  county  area  to  be 
admitted  to  the  Reading  County  Borough  Small  Pox  Hospital, 
Manor  Farm, Reading. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  County  Council  have  made  arrangements  for 
the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  at 
clinics  held  at  the  Radcliffe  Inf irmary , Oxf ord  and  the  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospital, Reading, 

Patients  are  seen  at  the  following  times 

THE  PhDCLIFFE  INF  I Rl.IARY,  OXFORD. 

.Men  - Wednesday  6 p.m,  Saturday  3 p.m, ' 

Women  - Monday  6 p.m,  Vhdnesday  3 p.m. 


THE  ROYAL  EERKSEIRE  HOSPITAL, READING 


Men-  Wednesday  2 p.m,  Saturday  5,p,n, 

Woi.ien  - V/ednesday  5 p.n,  Saturday  o.p.rn. 


The  follov/ing  particulars  have  been  supplied  by 
the  medical  officer  In  charge  of  the  clinics. 

At  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital, Reading, 94  cases 
v/ere  seen  for  the  first  time,  during  the  year.  Of  this  number, 

19  v/ere  suffering  from  syphilis,  53  ‘ from  gonorrhoea  and  22  v/ere 
not  suffering  from  venereal  disease. 

Of  the  16  cases  seen  for  the  first  time  at  the 
Radcllffe  Infirmary,!  v/as  suffering  from  syphilis,  8 from 
gonorrhoea  and  7 were  not  suffering  from  venereal  disease. 

The  number  of  nev;  cases  treated,  compared  v^lth 
those  of  the  previous  year,  show  a marlced  decrease. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  made  by  patients 
at  the  clinics  were  1730.  Of  this  number  1395  attendances 
v/ere  made  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital, Reading  and  335  at 
the  Radcllffe  Inf Irma ry, Oxford. 

In  some  Instance s , In-pat lent  treatment  was  necessary. 
The  numbers  of  In-patlont  days  of  the  patients  treated  amounted 
to  483  at  the  Royal  Bi-rtshiro  I'ospltal, Reading  and  87  at  the 
Radcllffe  Inf  irna ry , Oxf  oi‘d , 

Travelling  expenses  amounting  to  £79.4,3  wore 
paid  to  necessitous  cases. 

Pathological  specimens.  Examination  of  materials 
submitted  by  medical  practitioners  from  patients  suspected  to 
be  suffering  from  venereal  disease  Is  made  In  the  pathological 
laboratories  of  the  follovirlng  hospltals;- 

St, Thomas’  Ilosplta  1, London, 

The  Radcllffe  Inf Irma ry, Oxf ord. 

The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital, Reading, 


LENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1927 


INSTITUTIONAL  TREATIENT. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  277  mentally  defective 
persons  were  receiving  institutional  treatment.  Of  this 
number,  59  v/ere  being  maintained  in  institutions  situated 
outside  the  County  of  Berkshire  and  95  females  and  123  males 
were  in-patients  at  the  County  Council’s  approved  Institutions 
for  mental  defectives  at  Bradfield  and  Easthampstead,  During 
the  year , inspect  ions  were  made  at  regular  Intervals  at  both 
institutions  by  the  members  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act 
Committee  as  v;ell  as  by  the  Board  of  Control’s  inspectors. 

From  the  reports  subsequently  received  it  would  appear  that 
the  patients  are  being  adequately  cared  for  and  that  the 
facilities  provided  for  the  training  of  the  defectives  are 
satisfactory. 


Holiday  leave  was  granted  to  21  patients  during 
the  year.  Prior  to  any  leave  being  granted, enquiries  are 
made  to  ascertain  both  whether  the  home  circumstances  and 
facilities  for  the  supervision  of  the  defective  are  satisfactory 

In  1939,  12  defective  patients  were  admitted  to 
institutions,  4 v;ere  released  on  licence  and  5 died. 


STATUTORY  SUPERVISION. 

There  were  114  defectives  under  statutory 
supervision  during  the  year.  All  cases  were  visited  quarterly 
by  the  County  Health  Visitors, who  submitted  reports  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer, 

VOLUNTARY  SUPERVISION. 

At  the  end  of 'the  year  there  v/ore  121  patients 
under  voluntary  supervision.  All  were  seen  at  regular  intervals 
by  the  county  health  visitors  who  submitted  reports  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer, 


ELIiro  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 


The  report  of  the  Berkshire  County  Blind 
Society  shovired  that  there  ¥/ere  306  persons  on  their  register 
on  31st  March  1940  compared  with  303  the  previous  year. 
During  the  year,  49  new  cases  v\/ere  registered. 

The  total  nuraher  of  cases  referred  to  the 
certifying  ophthalmic  surgeons  was  39  and,  of  these,  7 
were  certified  as  not  being  blind  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920.  Twenty-four  of  those  certified 
as  blind  v/ere  over  60  years  of  age. 

During  the  year,  2 persons  v/ho  had 
previously  been  certified  as  blind  were  removed  from  the 
register  as  their  sight  had  improved  so  much  that  they  no 
longer  came  under  the  definition  of  a blind  person. Thirty 
blind ■ pers ons  died  and  14  left  tho  county  to  reside  in  other 
areas , 


Home  teachers  continued  their  domiciliary 
visits  to  blind  persons. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  v;ere  15  blind 
home  v/orkers  in  the  county. 

Domiciliary  assistance  v;as  granted  to  an 
increased  number  of  cases, 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTIONS. 


At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  HeaL  th, 
arrangements  were  made  for  increasing  the  number  of  beds 
by  crowding  and  using  other  rooms  at  the  institutions. 
Certain  alterations  and  additions  of  sanitary  arrangements 
wore  necessary.  Finally, Increased  accommodation  was  made 
as  follows  j- 


Newbury 
Wallingford  - 
Maidenhead  - 
Wokingham 
Windsor  - 

Wantage  - 


Increase  of  72  bods, 
increase  of  64  beds," 
increase  of  46  beds i 
increase  of  54  beds, 
increase  of  51  beds, 
increase  of  28  beds. 


At  all  these  Institutions  there  is  a shortage 
of  nurses  accommodation  and  efforts  will  be  made  to  employ 
tho  OTfc  ra  nurses  required  from  the  local  nursing  organisations 
All  the  institutions,  with  tho  exception  of  Windsor, are 
classified  as  Grade  2 hospitals,  i.e.for  convalescent  patients 
It  is  proposed  to  make  Windsor  Institution  a Grade  lA  hospital 
and  erect  huts  for  260  patients. 


MILK  SUPPLY 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  vjere  1,062 
registered  cowkeepers  in  the  County,  a decrease  of  4 compared 
with  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  persons 
licensed  during  the  year,  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  was  125  and  for  Accredited  Milk  315. 

Milk  Iz  Dairies  Consolidation  Act, 1915.  Section 
8 empowers  local  authorities  to  take ‘samples  of  milk  consigned 
to  their  district  from  outside  areas.  If,  on  examination,  any 
sample  is  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli,  notice  to  this 
effect  is  sent  to  the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  area  in 
which  the  milk  was  produced.  During  t he  year  notices  were 
received  from  the  following  authorities t - 

Number  of 
samples  containing 

Local  Authority.  tubercle  bacilli. 

V/est  Berks. United  Sanitary  Districts  5 


Bucks  County  Council  1 
London  Counter  Council  8 
Middlesex  County  Council  3 
Reading  County  Borough  1 
Oxford  City  L 


The  milk  from  which  these  samples  were  taken  was 
stated  to  have  been  produced  in  the  following  districts  in  this 
County:- 

No.of  samples. 


Abingdon  Rural  1 
Bradfield  Rural  3 
Eas thampstead  Rural  1 
Faringdon  Rural  2 
Hungerford  Rural  2 
N e wbur Rural  1 
Wantage  Rural  5 
Wokingham  Rural  4 


On  recoipt  of  such  no tices , inf orm t ion  is 
forwp.rdod  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the 
iiinistr^r  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  who  nakes  any  necessary 
investigations.  The  nunber  of  cows  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  as  a result  of  these  investigations  was  14, 

The  County  Agricultural  Instruction  Department 
takes  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  at 
regular  intervals  and  undertakes  a large  amount  of  advisory 
work  in  connection  with  clean  milk  production. 

Reports  are  also  submitted  to  the  Milk  tz 
Dairies  Committee  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  premises 
v/here  milk  is  produced. 

The  following  table  shoves  the  number  of  visits 
made  by  the  Af’ricultural  Organiser’s  staff  during  1939. 

(a)  previous  to  granting  a licence  for  the  production 

of  a graded  milk  •••••  180 

(b)  after  .the  granting  of  a licence  for’the  production 

of  a graded  millc  o,«,.  ..•••  582 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  . . • • • 3, 099 

ITumbcr  of  samples  submitted  for  investigation 

work (where  trouble  had  to  bo  traced)  154 

Visits  of  advice  apart  from  above  167 


Pt 


